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- EC extends timeline
for SIR in 5 states & 1
UT, final rolls in Feb

New Delhi: Following requ-
ests from chief electoral offi-
cers, Election Commission
revised Thursday the schedu-
le for the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of poll
rolls in five states and a UT.
The last date to submit
enumerationformsin Tamil
Nadu and Gujarat has now
been fixed as Dec 14, while
the draft electoral rolls will
be published on Dec 19. The

»BLO dies in Kotputli-
Behror district, P 3

Can't be copy-paste

of earlier list; SC

[ learing a petition chal-
lenging the validity of
the SIR process, Supreme Co-
urtsaid the drive, being carri-
ed out after more than two de-
cades, cannot be a “copy-pas-
te” of earlier voter lists and,
logically, EC’s enumeration
would include an inquisitori-
al processtoascertain, notde-
termine, citizenship. P9

exercise will conclude on
Dec 18 in MP, Chhattisgarh
and Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands, while their draft rolls
will be published Dec 23. The
final date for the submission
of enumeration forms and
the publication of draftelec-
toral roll in UP has been de-
cidedasDec26and Dec31, re-
spectively:.

In the earlier revised
schedule, the enumeration
period for the five states and
the UT was until Dec 11 and

publication of the draft elec-
toralrolls was Dec 16.

“In order to ensure that
no eligible elector is left be-
hind, new electors are being
encouraged to fill up Form 6
along with the declaration
and submit them to BLOs, or
fill the form and declaration
online... to get theirnames in-
cluded in the final electoral
rolls, which will be published
in Feb 2026,” EC stated. Tnn

PContinuedonP9



Bengal draft poll
rolls will be out
onDec 16: EC

» Continued from P1

C said the enumeration pe-
E riod for Goa, Gujarat,

Lakshadweep, Rajasthan
and WB ended as per previous
revised schedule on Dec 11, and
the draft electoral rolls will be
published on Dec 16. The sched-
ule for Kerala wasrevised earli-
er, and the enumeration period
for the state will end by Dec
18, with the draft electoral roll
being published on Dec 23.

The poll panel had stated
Wednesday that CEOs of all
states and UTs where SIR was
under way will ensure that
booth-wise lists of voters
marked as absent, shifted, or
dead/duplicate are shared
with booth-level agents of po-
litical parties before the publi-
cation of draft rolls. The list
will include the names of elec-
tors who could not be contact-
ed even after three or more
visits by booth-level officers.

-------------------------------------------------



Teachers protest tight exam
deadline on top of SIR duties

Times News NETWORK

Jaipur: Govt school tea-
chers across Rajasthan have
raised strong objections to
the education department’s
directive to complete evalua-
tion of half-yearly exams
and upload marks on Shala
Darpan by Dec 15, calling the
timeline unrealistic amid
their ongoing SIR duties.

Teachers said they have
been occupied with SIR work
for weeks, and many were re-
lieved only after the last date
for filling enumeration
forms Thursday. They argue
that three days is not enough
to check answer sheets and
enter marks.

“Teachers were busy
with SIR work for the past
month, and some teachers
have still not been relieved
from the duties of booth le-
vel officers. Those teachers
who were relieved from SIR
duties and have rejoined the-
ir schools should be given ti-
me for checking answer she-
ets and entering marks. Or-
ders are being issued and de-
adlines assigned without
understanding the difficulti-
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Teachers have to complete the
evaluation of half-yearly exam
papers and upload marks on
Shala Darpan portal by Dec 15

es of teachers,” said Ranjeet
Meena, State President of
Rajasthan Shikshak Sangh
(Ekikrit).

The education directora-
te’s Dec 4 order instructs
schoolstoprepareresults for
Classes 9 and 11 and begin
sending internal marks for
Classes 10 and 12. It further
stated, “...ensure that the
evaluation of all answer she-
ets related to the half-yearly
examinations is completed
by Dec 15, 2025, and that the
relevant marks are updated
on Shala Darpan. A certifica-
te to this effect should be ob-
tained from the subordinate
District Education Officer

TIMES VIEW: Rajasthan

education department's
directive forteachersto
complete exam evaluations
and upload marks by Dec15is
impractical, giventheir recent
SIRduties. Teachers,
overwhelmed by overlapping
responsibilities, argue that
the timeline fails to consider
their workload and the
ongoing state-level
commitments. The
department mustreassess
deadlines, acknowledging
teachers' constraints and
ensuring realistic timelines
thataccommodate their dual
roles. Effective policy should
prioritise feasible
expectations, fosteringa
supportive environment for
educators and enhancing
student outcomes.

(Headquarters) Secondary
and sentto this office’s email
ID: massecondary(@gma-
il.com.”

The order also notes that
all class syllabi must be
completed by Jan 31, as the
state plans to conduct final
exams In Feb and begin the
new session on April 1.



BLO diesin
Kotputli; toll
rises to five
In Rajasthan

Jaipur: A 42-year-old booth
level officer (BLO) involved
in SIR was found dead in Ra-
jasthan’s Kotputli under
mysterious circumstances,
taking the number of such
fatalities to five in the state
since the exercise began
over amonth ago.

Police quoted Vijay Gur-
jar’s family as saying the
govt school teacher was
walking back home on Wed-
nesday in Pithawali ki Dha-
ni village when he had a
“fall”. “The family filed a
report that the deceased
suffered injuries,” ASP Ra-
jendra Kumar said, adding
Gurjar was taken to a local
hospital where he succum-
bed to his injuries.

Police claimed the fami-
ly informed them only after
the BLO was taken to hospi-
tal. “We are waiting for the
post-mortem report to
ascertain the cause of de-
ath,” another officer said.

Sources said the family
insisted it wasfroma “fall”.
“Police were not called to
the scene at the time the in-
cident took place,” said the
officer. In the previouscases,
three BLOs had died from al-
leged cardiac arrests and
another by suicide. Most of
their families had blamed
“stress” from SIR work. T



Poll panel extends SIR deadline

draft roll will be published on
December 23.

In a statement, the EC said
it had revised the schedule
“based onthe requests received
from the Chief Electoral Of-
ficers of the 6 states/UT",

However, in another state-
ment Thursday, EC data
showed that in five of the six
states/UT, enumeration work
had been completed, with
100% digitisation of enumer-
ation forms. Only Uttar Pra-
desh, out of the six states/UT
that got extensions, was below
100%, with 99.61% forms digi-
tised.

The EC did not extend the
deadline in West Bengal and
Rajasthan where the digitisa-
tion was 99.96% and 99.64%, re-
spectively. As per its earlier
schedule, the ECwas to publish
the final electoral rolls on Feb-
ruary 14, 2026, Thursday’s an-
nouncement did not mention
the date for the final roll publi-
cation, however, sources said
thattoo would be adjusted and
announced separately.

EC sources said the states
had requested for more time for
re-verification of the draft roll.
The authorities have this week
shared the list of the electors
marked absent, dead and
shifted with Booth Level
Agents of political parties to
verify the same, the sources
said. On Wednesday, the EC
had said in astatementthatthe
lists were being shared with
parties “to ascertain the exact
status of each such elector on
the ASD list, so that any error
can be rectified before the pub-
lication of the draft electoral

rolls itself™.

Now, Tamil Nadu and Guja-
ratelectors have time until Sun-
day, December 14 to submit
forms; and the draft roll will be
published on December 19, as
per the new schedule. The
deadline for enumeration in
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands has been extended to De-
cember 18, while publication of
the draft roll will be on De-
cember 23. Uttar Pradesh has
been given the longest exten-
sion of two weeks, with the enu-
meration deadline pushed to
December 26 and the draft pub-
lication to December 3L

Tamil Nadu election offi-
cials confirmed that the state
had sought a brief extension to
complete a final round of meet-
ings with booth-level officers
and otherstaff, accordingtothe
Chief Electoral Officer’s office.
On the progress of the voter roll
update, the office said that
roughly 3-4 per cent of entries
remained unmapped, with a
clearer picture expected only
after the next phase of verifica-
tion.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Electo-
ral Officer Navdeep Rinwa said
atwo-week extension had been
requested to complete the SIR
process and to prepare an accu-
rate electoral roll, so that Dis-
trict Election Officers could re-
verify the lists of the voters
marked deceased, shifted and
absent.

An official in Gujarat, how-
ever, said the state had not re-
quested for an extension. “The
twelve states have different
requirements but there was no

such deadline extension re-
quest from our side as we have
completed the form collection
process, largely before De-
cember4,” asenior Gujarat gov-
ernment official told The In-
dian Express, adding that the
extra timewould allow officials
to look for those electors who
have not been traced so far and
to re-check the details of those
abovethe age of 85 years.

For the remaining states/UT
(Goa, Puducherry, Lakshad-
weep, Rajasthan and West Ben-
gal), the enumeration ended
Thursday and the draft will be
published on December 16.

“In order to ensure that no
eligible elector is left behind,
new electors are being encour-
aged to fill up the Form 6 along
with the declaration and sub-
mitthem tothe BLOs or fill the
form and declaration online
using the ECINet App/website
https://voters.eci.gov.in/ to get
their names included in the
final electoral rolls, which will
be published in February 2026,”
the EC said.

The poll panel had an-
nounced the SIR for nine states
and three UTs on October 27,
with the original deadline for
submitting formsas December
4 and publication of draft rolls
on December 9. The final elec-
toral roll for all 12 states/UTs
was to be published on Febru-
ary 7. The EC on November 30
extended the deadlines by one
week.

According to the EC’s in-
structions, electors have to
trace themselves or any adult
relative to the electoral roll of
the last intensive revision,

which was done in the early
2000s. All those who areunable
to provide the extract of the
electoral roll of the last inten-
siverevision withtheir nameor
arelative’s name will receive a
notice after the draft rollis pub-
lished and be asked to appear
for a hearing before the Electo-
ral Registration Officer. They
will then be asked to submit
documents to establish their
eligibility. Sources said the pro-
cess of matching the existing
electors with the previous rolls
is still ongoing.

The EC ordered the SIR for
the whole country on June 24,
starting with Bihar as Assembly
elections were due in the state.
The exercise involves all regis-
tered electors submitting enu-
meration forms in a specified
time in order to remain on the
draft roll, after which certain
categories of electors are asked
to provide documents to prove
eligibility, including citizen-
ship, tobe included in the final
roll.

Inthe past 20 years, the elec-
toral rolls have been revised an-
nually and before elections by
making changestotheexisting
lists, as opposed to preparing
them afresh in an intensive
revision.

The exercise has been chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court
and has led to disruptions in
Parliament, with the Opposi-
tion raising concerns that it will
lead to disenfranchisement of
genuine electors.

- (WITH ARUN JANARDHA-
NAN IN CHENNAI, MAULSHREE
SETH INLUCKNOW ANDRITU
SHARMA IN AHMEDABAD)
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- EC extends timeline
for SIR in 5 states & 1
UT, final rolls in Feb

New Delhi: Following requ-
ests from chief electoral offi-
cers, Election Commission
revised Thursday the schedu-
le for the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of poll
rolls in five states and a UT.
The last date to submit
enumerationformsin Tamil
Nadu and Gujarat has now
been fixed as Dec 14, while
the draft electoral rolls will
be published on Dec 19. The

»BLO dies in Kotputli-
Behror district, P 3

Can't be copy-paste

of earlier list; SC

[ learing a petition chal-
lenging the validity of
the SIR process, Supreme Co-
urtsaid the drive, being carri-
ed out after more than two de-
cades, cannot be a “copy-pas-
te” of earlier voter lists and,
logically, EC’s enumeration
would include an inquisitori-
al processtoascertain, notde-
termine, citizenship. P9

exercise will conclude on
Dec 18 in MP, Chhattisgarh
and Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands, while their draft rolls
will be published Dec 23. The
final date for the submission
of enumeration forms and
the publication of draftelec-
toral roll in UP has been de-
cidedasDec26and Dec31, re-
spectively:.

In the earlier revised
schedule, the enumeration
period for the five states and
the UT was until Dec 11 and

publication of the draft elec-
toralrolls was Dec 16.

“In order to ensure that
no eligible elector is left be-
hind, new electors are being
encouraged to fill up Form 6
along with the declaration
and submit them to BLOs, or
fill the form and declaration
online... to get theirnames in-
cluded in the final electoral
rolls, which will be published
in Feb 2026,” EC stated. Tnn

PContinuedonP9
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REVISION OF ELECTORAL ROLLS

Poll panel extends deadline for
SIR in five states and one UT

Damini Nath
New Delhi, December11

FOR THE second time since
Octoberwhen itannounced the
schedule for the Special Inten-
sive Revision of electoral rolls,
the Election Commission
Thursday extended the dead-
line for electors in five states -
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Uttar Pradesh - and the Union
Territory of Andaman and

Nicobar Islands to submit enu-
meration forms in the ongoing
exercise by three to 14 days.
Thursday was scheduled to
be the last day of enumeration
of electors in the SIR for eight
states and three UTs, while Ke-
rala had earlier been given an
extension until December 18.
The draft electoral roll for all
states and UTs, except for Ke-
rala, was scheduled to be pub-
lished on December 16. Kerala’s
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

What voter has todo

Electors have to trace them-
selves or any adult relative to
lastintensive revisionrollin
early 2000s. Those unableto
provide the extract will geta
notice after draft roll is out.
They will have to submit
documents.
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